DAILY BIBLE STUDIES

APRIL 16 - APRIL 22, 2006     JOHN 21:15-25

"THOSE WHO REALLY LOVE JESUS"

THE LORD'S DAY – This week we come to our final study in this gospel of John.  We’re going to look at John’s final record of Jesus dealing with His own.  We see in our text a variety of things.  We can learn of the forgiveness offered by Christ; the reaffirmation given to a real repentant believer who has sinned; the love, service, and ultimate sacrifice that are evident in the life of those who really love Jesus.  A lot of people, with a lot of empty words, say they love Jesus; but real love gives forth evidence.  Read John 21:15-25. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?  ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to convict, challenge, and change your heart this week through His Word and Spirit. 

MONDAY – In verse 15 of our text Jesus gets right down to the point with Peter.  The question Jesus asks him can be asked of all of us who profess to be His children.  Jesus said, “…do you love Me more than these?”  This question could refer to a couple of things.  Most likely Jesus was asking Peter if he loves Him more than these “fish” (verse 11).  Peter loved to fish--he was a fisherman.  But Jesus had a new work for him as a “fisher of men” and makes it clear that He wants supreme love that forsakes ALL for Christ and is devoted to Him and His work.  There is application here for both shepherds of sheep (elders) and all Christians regardless of their office or position.  Read Matthew 6:24 and John 14:15, 23-24. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?  ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to work in your heart so you will forsake ALL other things and strive toward a supreme, committed love for Christ.
TUESDAY – The other possibility of the phrase “Do you love Me more than these?” is in reference to the other disciples.  If you remember, Peter said he would never forsake Christ and would be devoted to Him even to death if need be (Matthew 26:33).  Regardless of what or who was implied by “these”, the point remains clear.  As we saw yesterday, a true committed follower of Christ loves Him above ALL things.  We put a lot of things in front of Christ such as family, church work, our home, money, job, reputation, friendships, hobbies…the list goes on and on.  All “things” in this life that we give priority over Christ are called idols which are sin!  May God give us people who really love Jesus Christ.  Read Matthew 10:34-39. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to burden your heart and help you “tear down” the idols in your life that take priority over Him.  Ask Him for a life that loves Him and is whole-heartedly devoted to Him. 

WEDNESDAY – In this series of questions to the apostle Peter in John 21:15-17 we find that two words are used for “love”—the words “agapao” and “phileo”.  Lord willing, we will learn about the meaning of these two words and the apparent reason for both of them to be used this Lord’s Day.  In short, the Lord Jesus was driving home the point to Peter that supreme love for Jesus is the foundation for effective leading and serving.  We have looked at this topic for three days now.  This topic is so very important!  Do you love Christ? Really?  Love obeys.  Love gives. Love sacrifices.  Love is faithful.  Love serves.  Love inconveniences itself.  Love is humble in mind.  Do you really love Christ?  Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-7. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to give you a heart and life that loves Him first and foremost.  Ask Him to help you show that love through your thoughts and actions. 

THURSDAY – We find a command given to Peter in verses 15-17.  Peter was to love Christ for he was to become an under-shepherd who cares for the flock.  Christ tells Peter that a good elder isn’t the one with the most charisma, flashiest suit, or coolest band, but the man of God who “feeds” the sheep.  The Scripture uses two different words here for the word “food.”  The picture is of constant feeding and tending as a shepherd.  The primary charge to elders is the duty of teaching the Word of God (2 Timothy 4:2) You may not be an elder or pastor, but this command still pertains to you.  Are you even hungry to be fed?  Are you even a sheep of the Great Shepherd?  Read 1 Peter 5:1-4.

What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?  _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Pray for those who feed you the Word of God and ask God to help you develop more and more a deep hunger and appetite for His Word. 

FRIDAY – In verses 18-23 Jesus gives a prophecy concerning the death of Peter.  He explains his martyrdom in verse 18.  Peter was then prompted to ask Christ about John and his future.  Christ basically tells Peter not to worry about John, that He would do with him whatever He desired as well.  Peter was then instructed by Christ that one who really loves Jesus is prepared to suffer and die for Him, and that person’s concern must be living a life of obedient faithfulness to Christ—not comparing and meddling in his brother’s life.  What about you?  Do you love Jesus enough to die for Him?  Why can’t you live a devoted, obedient life of sacrifice and service and faithfulness now?  Read Matthew 16:24-26. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord for the determination, courage, and practice of a person who sacrificially loves Jesus even now when not facing death. 

SATURDAY – In verses 24-25 John concludes this wonderful gospel.  He explains that He is a personal witness and that his word is true.  John then explains that the gospel account which he wrote was not an exhaustive record, but a selective one.  He comments that an exhaustive record would involve more books then the world could possibly contain.  We remember that John’s gospel always pointed to Jesus as God and we find the purpose summarized in John 20:31. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Dear God, may I love You with all I have and may I praise you Jesus for the life that You have made available. 

